Nursing care of patients with implanted pumps.
The implantable pump systems are totally implantable drug delivery systems designed for long-term infusion therapy. These systems have made it possible to maintain the regional delivery of cytotoxic agents and analgesics in a relatively safe and convenient manner for the patient. Regular maintenance is required. The nurse plays a key role in maintaining implantable pump systems, and he or she must have a thorough understanding of the systems and their various applications. Although these systems are complex, the discomfort and restrictions imposed on the patient by their use are minimal. The required maintenance is infrequent and simple enough to allow for greater mobility and freedom from hospitalization for the patient.